THE WHITE HOUSE CHRISTMAS TREE

A SPEECH BROADCAST TO THE WORLD FROM THE WHITE HOUSE,

WASHINGTON,   AT  THE   20TH   ANNUAL   OBSERVATION   OF   THE

LIGHTING OF THE COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS TREE

DECEMBER 24, 1941

December 12.    Russians claimed, that in a week* s fighting 400 totems
and villages had been recaptured and 30,000 Germans
killed.
December 13,    Japanese occupied United States naval base at Guam.
December 15.    Officially announced that in the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbour, the United States battleship Arizona
and Jive other warships were sunk and that the battle-
ship Oklahoma capsized.
December 16.    Russians recaptured Kalinin and claimed they had
smashed six enemy divisions.
December 17.    Japanese made landings on  Sarawak,  bombarded
Hong Kong and increased their threat to Penang.
December 18.    Allied forces occupied the Portuguese island of Timor
to forestall Japanese action.
German  army  in Libya,   after  three  desperate
counter-attacks, was routed and driven hack thirty
miles.
December 19.    Japanese landed in force on Hong Kong.   British
troops and civilians evacuated Penang.
December 20.    Axis forces^ infulljlight in Libya, abandoned Derna.
December 21.    Officially announced in Berlin that Hitler had taken
over from Von Brauchitsch personal command of the
army in the field.
Japanese pressure in Malaya and the Philippines
increased.
December 22.    Revealed that Mr. Churchill, with Lord Beaverlrook
and chiefs of staff, was in Washington for conferences
with President Roosevelt to co-ordinate the war effort
against the Axis.
December 23.    Mr. Churchill told a Press conference in Washington
that the Allies should aim at an external knock-out
of Germany rather than wait for an internal collapse.